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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 6 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Osada et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,148,925). 

With regard to claim 6, Osada describes a pre-processing means for treating a 
plurality of chromatically identical color imaging signals with keeping color space of the 
color filter contained in a predetermined region as one unit to compute spatial frequency 
components in the one unit with a linear operation (see figures 1 and 5, element 36c, 
and refer for example to column 11, line 16 through column 12, line 3); a quantizing 
section for quantizing the spatial frequency components (see figure 1 , element 38 and 
refer for example to column 12, lines 4-16); and a coding section for coding the 
quantized spatial frequency components (see figure 1, element 38 and refer for 
example to column 12, lines 4-16). 

As to claim 1 1 , Osada describes wherein the pre-processing means rearranges 
the chromatically identical color imaging signals in the color imaging signals into a 
predetermined arrangement format and then effects the computation processing of the 
spatial frequency components (refer for example to column 1 1 , lines 36-67). 
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3. Claims 1-5 and 12-13 are allowed. 

4. Claims 7-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of the record fail to teach or suggest singly and/or in combination an image compression 
apparatus and system for processing color imaging signals outputted from a solid-state 
imaging device having a color filter having a predetermined color arrangement disposed 
on a light receiving surface thereof, the image compression apparatus and system 
comprising a pre-processing means for effecting preprocessing to generate color 
imaging signals of locations spatially equivalent to the relative locations of pixels on the 
color filter from the color imaging signals outputted from the solid-state imaging device 
and to convert the color imaging signals into a predetermined arrangement format color 
by color with keeping color space of the color filter so as to generate image data groups, 
and an image compression means comprising a frequency converting section for 
treating an image data group arranged in the predetermined arrangement format as one 
unit to compute spatial frequency components within the one unit, a quantizing section 
for quantizing the spatial frequency components, and a coding section for coding the 
quantized spatial frequency components as prescribed for in the claimed invention. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tagami et al., Udagawa et al., Niwamoto, Hung and Koshiba all disclose systems 
similar to applicant's claimed invention. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jose L. Couso whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7388. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 to 
3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella, can be reached on (571 ) 272-7778. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the USPTO contact Center whose telephone number 
is (703) 308-4357. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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